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Abstract The bureaucratic system in traditional China has far-reaching influence at

home and abroad. This study constructs a systematic dataset containing 10 465 officials at
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provincial or ministerial level or above in Ming and Qing dynasties (1368-1911) and provides
an empirical analysis of the bureaucratic system. The instability index of bureaucratic turnover
shows that the bureaucratic system in Qing Dynasty is much more stable than that in Ming
Dynasty. Moreover. the instability index is positively correlated to the number of eunuchs,
indicating that the reliance of eunuch system is an important factor underlying the difference
of bureaucratic stability between the two dynasties.
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