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Abstract Serious environmental problems have threatened public health and sustainable

socio-economic development. The Environmental Kuznets Curve Hypothesis (EKCH) holds
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that environmental problems will go through a process of deterioration and then improvement
as the economy develops. This article. however. shows that the government’s emphasis on
environmental issues can significantly increase its willingness and actions to protect the envi-
ronment and thus affect the inflection point of EKCH. Based on a panel data covering 282
prefectural-level municipalities from 2003 to 2007 in China, we find that inspections by the
upper level government significantly increase the amount and proportion of local government
expenditures on environmental protection. The findings of this article not only prompt us to
rethink about the application of EKCH in China, but also provides theoretical insights for the
top-level design in China’s environmental governance

Key Words EKC, Environmental Visit, pollution control
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